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Introduction 


this paper was written with the intention of giving a 
general overall view of the city government of Butte Falls 
since 1911. Because this covers much material, it was ine 
possible to cover every phase and part of the history. This 
paper attempts to bring forth the more impostant and inter- 
esting, aspects of the improvements mede in mjtte Falls. 

Most of the material gathered for this paper came from 
unpublished minutes of meetings, interview, ond charters. 

The Medford Mail Tribune was consulted, ut did not contain 
anything pertaining to this type of history(at least nothing 
that could be found). The minutes of the meetings are direct 
copies from the record books found in the City Hall at Butte 
Falls, ©Ailso found here is the town charter which is copied 
in outline form. The abstract was used because it gave some 
important dates pertaining to development before 1911. 

It is hoped that this paper serves its purpose by filling 
in another part of the history of the pacific northwest. 


OUTLINE 


I. Introduction 
Ae Before 1911 (Booming Area) 

1. Butte Fells Sugar Pine Company-1906 
Qe Gave Land to town 
b. Plots laid out in 1906 
ce Later Butte Falls Lumber Company~-1908 

2. Pacific and Esstern Kailroad-1910 
Be Passanger service~-1912-1916 
b. Kiamath route 

3. Pine belt Banking Compeny~1907 


4. U.S. Hotel and Grade School 


B. Incorporation in August 1911 

1. Proceéure of incorporation 

peer cnariers 
2. First officials of the town 
II. Town Officials and thwir Duties as Defined in the Town Charter 

A. Oath of Office 
B. Mayor 
C, Town Council 
D. Recorder 


Ee Treasurer 


G. Elections and Miscellaneous 


III. Outline of Teun Officials Since 1911 
&e Mayors and brief description of each 


B,. Councilmen, Recorders, Treasurers, and Marshalls 


IV. Accompiishments of Town Officials Since 1911 


Ae Ordinances 


Ve 


1. Purposes and Origination 

2. Example . 
Be Committees and accomplishments through the years 

1. Strectaand Alley 

2. Water and Fire 

3. Finance( Budget and Tax) 

4. Sidewalk 

5-SSenitation 

6. Park and Cemetery 
C. Outstending Accomplishments 

t. Lights doe city 

2. Fence around city 

3. Dog and cattle paund 

4, Jail house 

5. Library board 


6. Niscellenecus 


Gonclusion 


fhe town of Sutte Fells, incorporated in August 1911, has 
Sinee had en intersesting history of city government. The 
meny elected officials(mayor, recorder, treasurer, and 51x 
councilmen) have all played their part in developing the town; 
pesoing, ordinances, putting in a light und wator system, and 
helping with overall improvement of the town whenever it was 
needed. Along with these elected officials, the town mar- 
Shall established law and order, end the pound master per= 
formed his duties in keeping the town cleen. Also, | city 
attorney, city street commissioner, and a oity health officer 
heve edded their services to the tow, 

Before 1311 and its incorperstiion, the town of Butte 
Falla(Nemed after a falls in Bis; Butte Creek) was considered 
a booming “industrial” area with a very prosperous future. 
Probably the createst attraétion to the area was the illuste 
rious vir¢ein timber, end the possibility of its production. 
Consequently, in 1906 the Butte Fells Super Pine Company 
was built at the falls in Big Butte Creek.! However, die 
to bad luck, this compeny was declared bankrupt in 1907, and 
the Butte Falls Lumber Company took over.© Before it collapsed, 
the Sugar Fine Company in 1906 gave to the people the land 
thet 18 now Lutte Falls.2 Jn thet same year e men by the 
nume of Bert Harris maped out the tow with the city perk in 

Yarmold, Edwin, "Butte Falls, A iWistory of the City and 
the Lumber Industry," (Unpublished tern paper, Southern Oregon 
College, Ashland, Oregon, 1951), pe 1 


See Aprencvix G 
Arnolé, p. 1 


the center.4 wr. Yerris who Later helped with the building 
of the Gredo School in 1908, patterned the town after his 
hometown in Harverd, Illinoins(also the originel home of Mra. 
he®. Hdmondson) .? 

flgao, of greet inrortence in bringing people to the srea 
was the completioncof the Pacific and Eaaterm Ralilrord to 
Butte Falle in 1910. ‘hie railroed held regular passengor 
Bervéce from 1912 to 1916, and was oventuslly destined to connect 
with Klameth Falls, Nowever, this plan falled to matertalize,© 
Other constructions of importance before 1911 were the com- 
pletion of ths Crade School in 1908, the chartering, of the Pine, 
Relt Sankime Company in 19077 and tho building of the large 
U.S. Hotel. 

with this booming business, some of the peorle of Butte 
Falls in 1911 decided to incorporete the town. A committee 
composed of F. Carson, J. Cadzouw, HM. Baker, Re Paker and N,.B. 
Stoddard drew up thoir intentions end submitted them to the 
people who favored incorporstion. However, the Butte Fells 
Lumber Company opposed incorporation beaause of the nossibility 
of increased texes. Consecuently, the committee and the Lumber 
Compeny fought it out with their attorneys in a court at 
Yedfords, The committee won, so the town was incorporated in 
August 1911.8 

Upon lte incorporaticn, the peorle inmedietely seleoted 

4Sec Aprendix ¥ 

Sec Appendix F, p. 1 
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a mayor, recorder, and six councilmen with the treasurer being 
sclected laters ‘the firat mayor of Butte Falls wee Tdgar ©, 
Smith{the father of Exmest Smith, present city tronsurer) , 
and the firet recorder was A.Le Marcy. Along with the six 
councLlmen; J.T. Carson, Evils Watson, AsM. wheeler, H.5. Dodd, 
Ce Obenochain, and A.M. Ford they keld their flrat meeting, 
in Me, Carsons barber shop on Auguat 11, 1011.2 

After the first officials of the town were clectad the 
city attorney, Porter Noff, started composing the Charter for 
the Town of Butte Falls, It was presented to the covnell end 
then submitted to the voters in November 1911. It psesed with 
a vote of 35 yee and 5 no,10 

Tae tow charter defined the elected and sppointec city 
officiais as to thelr powera on duties, the el E8tion pro~ 
ceedures, the bonds and warrinte, the streets,sevwers, and water~ 
wain rights, the asvessments, and the miscellaneous items. 
The city officiaaa tate the following oath of office} 

"I do solemiy swear thet I will defend and support 

tne constitution of the United States, the constitution 

and laws of the State of Oregon, and the Charter ond 

Crdinances of the town of Butte Falle, and periforw: 

the duties of the office to which I sm eleated to 

the best of my knowledge and abildty--I will."11 

the mayor has cortein duties end powers such 66 supervising 
the towne affairs end ail the officers and employece of the 
town with the exceptiun of the ccuncil. He presides over 
the mectings, byt does not voto unless there lo c ties 

Wec Appendix 4 

10uinutes of the Town Council Mootings, futte Fails, 


Gregon, August 1911 to April 14/60 
libid., inuide cover 


Also, he oan call special meetings, appoint committee members, 
and veto or sign an ordinance within five days after its pass- 
age by the council. 

The town conneil has many powers and duties as defined in 
the town charter. Some of the more important powers are passing 
ordinances, borrowing money, levying taxes, establishing a 
fire department, improving the oltyfoity buildings, streets, 
water, ctc.), restraining gambling, drinking and vagrenoy, 
and selling real cstate. 

Another elected town official is the city recorder who has 
the Judicial powers thereby collecting fines. He, also keeps 
records of the town councils proceedings, and issues warrants 
to the treasurer for the payment of the numerous bills. 

The treasurer upon receiving the warrants, mekes out the 
checks for the amount,:and sees th t the proper veople receive 
them. Besides this the treasurer receives money and records 
all the receipts and expenditures, and deposits moncy in the 
bank designated by ths town council. 

Finally, the last official designated in the town charter 
is the appointed office of town marshell,. It is the marshalla 
duty to arrest and jail disorderly people, to act as Sergeant 
of Arms if necessary at the council meetings, and any other 
duties designated by the town council, !2 

The town charter also provides for severi& other important 
item?* It states thet the elections shall be held not less 


than 15 days prievrto the Tuesday after the first Monday 


12See Appendix C paces 3 and 4 


in December with 3 election judges presiding. The new council 
takes their office on the 2nd Tuesday in January. Also, the 
cherter provides for building watermains, issuing bonds and 
warrants, borrowing money and supervising other miscellaneous 


things» 15 


Since 1911 there have been sevoeraa mayors. The following 
4s the list of mayors and the type work each was engaged in 
while living in Butte Falls.!4 


1911"... Smith(General Store) 1939-A.E. Edmondson( Logger) 
1912-E.He Watson( Carpenter) 19§3-I.M. Kineaide(Farmer, Logger) 
1916-Rod Baker(Logger) 1945-Johhny Henshaw(Forest Service) 
1918-11.D. Mille(Menager BF. Lumber Co.) 

1919=B.F. Moryis (Janitor) 1949-F'.M. Kinoside(Faruer, Logger) 
1920-N.B, Stodderd(Hardware Store) 1950-0.R. Abbott(Logger) 

1923-N.5, Hildreth( Carpenter) 1951-A. Hartelrode( Logger) 
1925~Ralph Coloman(Carage) 1953-r'.E. Poole(Logrer) 

1927~C.W. Jackson(Logger) 1957-0.F. Abbott ees 

1929=-E. Hoef(Logzer) 1959-Elza Abbott(Log-er 


1934-0... Gosa( former) 


The following 1s a list of o11 the town officials since 
1911, showing the replacements for resignations end elections. 


If there are any blanks, the information could not be obtained. !5 


T2360 Appendix C pages 5 and 6 
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1Sinutes of the Town Council Meetings, Butte Falls, 
Crevon, August 1911 to May 1960 


Nembers of Butte Falls Council] Since 1911 


AQi1 
Mayore- EE. Smith 
Recorder=-Aile Maroy (Ira Tungate) 


Treasurer~-= 

Councilmen-= 
JeF,. Carson HeBe Dodd 
EeH. Watson Cc. Obenchain 
AeM. Wheeler AM. Ford 


Oity Ingineer-- Ernest Smith 
City Attorney-- Porter Neff 
City Marshall-- N.S. Erie (U.S. Morris) 


1212 
Mayor-- E.H,. Watson 
Recorder-- Ira Tungate 
Treasurer-= E,E. Smith 


Counollmene~ 
Aes Ford(CGeAs Edmondson) Ir. Carson 
Dooma(J.R. Barrétt-Cadzow) HB. Rodd(N.B. Stoddard) 
C. Obenchain(Cleavenger) AeMe Whedler 


City Attorney--Hanne. 
= Marshali-- Ira Tungate 


1914 
Mayore= EH. Watson 
Recorder-- ReB. Baker(0.B. Morris) 
Treasurerp- EE.Smith 


Counclimen-~ 
C.A. Hdmondson SM. Cleevenger 
NB. Stodderd(H,. Houghton-J.P. Hughes) .5. Kee 
JeF. Carson(N.B, Stoddard) Aw. Vheeler 


Pound Mester-=- E,A. Hildreth 
Mersheli-=- 0.W,. Train 


Mayor-- Roderick Baker 
Recorder-= Ray Parker (John Cadzow) 
Treasurorj=- E,E. Smith (2H. Watson) 


Councilmen-- 
*H,D. Mills AeM. theeler(J.F. Carson) 
Ray E. Spencer MeP, Baker 
Cais Edmondson J.P, Hughes 
Attorney=-- Porter Neff 
1218 


Mayore~ H.D. Miils. @. Mov ris) 

Recorder~- J,H, Day 

Treasurer-- Stella Fouts(F.0. Ahlatrom=-N.B. Stoddard) 
Counciilmen-~ 


*Irea PTungate E. Hoef{John Cadzeow) 
AsEe Hildreth(J.F. ilughes) NB. Stodderd(C.eA. Edmondson) 
FeO. Ahlstrom(M. Brainerd) CaEe Power(W.We Purker) 


* Chairmen of the council 


1220 
Mayore~ NB, Stoddard 
Recorder=- JaE. Day 
Trensurer=-- Neb. Stoddard 


Councilmen-- 
Ira Tungate AgE, Kdmondaon 
J.P. Hughes NeB. Hildreth 
Je Cadzow WeWs Parker 
1222 


Nayor-— N,B. Stoddard 
Recorder=- J.E. Day (Wake pave} 
Treasurer=- Ira Tungete(J.E. Day 


Councilmen--~- 
JP. Hughes Je Cadzgow 
AeE. Hildreth W,. Parker 


N.8, Hildreth(A.k. Edmondson) Jel. Patton 
Marshell-~ J, Grimsley 


1923 
Moyor-- NB. Hildreth 
Rocorder-=- Jade Simerville 


Treasurer=— 

Councilmen-= 
MF. Baker John Clark 
J.P. Hughes EeAs. Hildreth 
Jt. Pataon EH, Hoef 


us 


Mayor==< Ralph MH. Coleman(&,. Hoof) 

Recorder-~ CG, Hawkine(AeM. Ford-R.B, Baker~Slim Palmer) 
Treasurer~- F.A, Hildreth(held positéon until 1951) 
Councilmen-~ 


J.R. Clark Re Wymore(¥m Holloway) 
Asks Abbott(R.5B. Baker) Jel, Patton 
Jel, Casey(EeH. Carter) Ee Hoefs 
Marshall--Jas Oboern(H, Compton-B, Yigsby-W. Driskell) 
get 


Mayor-=- 0.W. Jackson 
Recorder=-- 8lim Palmer 


Tounclimen~-- 
eE, Hoofe FAR, Wymore 
EH. Carter Jel. Patton 


John Claric ReEe Fanondson 


1223 
Mayor-- R.Be Baker(could not qualify--£. Hoef) 
Recorder-= Claude Magee 


Counciineni-- 
H. Geppart Rei. Edmondson 
Medes Brainard(ReB. Baker) FeR. wymore 
Ray Spenoer(Guy Moore) ER. Hoef 


Mershall-- ¢. Ellis(E, Hoover-H, Netherland) 
Pound Master--Chet Ellis(B.F. Hilkey) 


i221 


Mayore= Ee Hoef 
Recomier-~- 6.R. Megee(Ray Periter) 


Councilnen=<- 
Ree Hibbard(R.E. Edmondson) ReEs Hdmondson(k. Abbott) 
Horace Geppart(0.M. Goss) CeW. Jackeson(Guy Moore) 
Ned. Brainard *H,8, Baker 


Pound Haster-- Bert, Jones 
Nershall-- H,. Netherland 


1 933 
Mayore= FE. Hocf(O.Me Goss) 
Recorder-= 3.5. Smith 


Councilmene~ 
Ernest Abbott AeE. Abbott(L. Moore) 
Charles Hendrick Re Baker(A.k. Fdmondson*) 
#OuM, Goss(Geo Margreiter) G. Moore (H. Geppart-M. Pool) 


Marshalle- H. Netherland 
Attorney-- Otto Frohusyer 


1925. 
Mayore- O.M,. Goss 
Recorder~- J.85, Sith 


Councilmen-- 
*A.E, Edmondson(G. Moore) #P.E. Pool 
Chas Hendrick(R. Edmondson) LG. Palmer: 
Le Moore Ceeil Kings(H. Geppart) 


Marshalle-- C. Hendrick(O. Hilkey) 


Mayore=- Osi. Goss 
Recordere~ 3.5. Smith (L.C. Richman) 


Councilmen-- 
*G, Moore Don Siniti 
Le. Moore Re Hdmondeon 
ie Geppart Todd Whaley 


Merehall-- Tromas Hodson( Frank Lafaide) 


qV4aQ 


Mayor=— AE. Edmondson 
Recorder~-~ L.C,. Richman 


Counocllmen-~ 
Robert Coffman Ernest Smith 
Orb Abbott Jack Tungate 


Guy tioore Don Smith 


SS 


1941 
Moyor=~ AE, Edmondson 
Recomer~- 0.8, Abbott 
Councilmnen~— 


Guy Moore(Elmer Hinkle) Bamett Gott(R. Coffman) 
Ernest Smith Frank Edmondson(R. Famondson) 
Les Cases(Frenk Dunlap) Jack Stowell 

1943 


Mayor=~ FM. Kiroalde 
Recorder~- Beulah Abbott(Ord Abbott) 


Councilmen-~ 
Re Edmandson(A.E, Hdmondeon) %) Hinkle(L.e Richwon-E, Abbott) 
tErnest Sinith Harry Lowe 


fT, wheley(L. Geppart<-H, Kent) Alva Webster 
City Fire Chief-- 0.4%, Goss 


AQ4S 
Mayor-= Johhny Henshaw(A.E, Edmandson) 
Recorder-+ Lisia wamandsontXizeie Bimondson Sept. 27, to present). -~ 


Councilmen-~ 
AeR. Edmondsan(B. Facey) fon Smith 
Rlga Abbott(H. Bradford) H. Kent(R. Coffman) 
Ernest Smith Yercy O'Neil (Rk. Walker~ 


Ken FRdmondson) 
Marshalle-lH, Nehas(F. Fool-. Abbott-F. Dorf-Carl Blair) 


1247. 
Meyor-~ A,r. Fdmondson(Fred Wirth) 
Counclinen=-<- 
#Kebth Scott Ke Edmondson(4. Price-R. Arent) 
tElge Abott(F.E. Fedle) Carl Blair(John Holst) 


B. Facey(T. Rambo-"m Hurches- H, Bradford(Ray Davis) 
Don Snith-Fred Wirth) 
Marshell- Ivan Boyd(Brownrigg-J. Tungate) 


1949 
Mayor-- Fred Wirth(Fred Kinoaide-0.h. Abbott) 
Counciimen-~ 
Roscoe Arent £,E, Poole 
Keith Seott Irvin 3oyd(Clay conley) 
va OeP. Blair(Orh Abbott) tJohn Hoist(R. Latta 


Health Officer~- 0.R. Abbott 
Nershali-- Corbett Snith 


1231 


Hayor-- Al Hartelrode 
Treasurer-~ Ernest Smith (Novenbor 3, 1951 to the present) 
Councsinen-~— 


#h. Edmondson(F. Edmondson) G. Harper(A.R. Seianore) 
i Le Casey(O. Abbott-5, Tedriok-%m Norling) F.. Foole 
Led, Dorf(Keith Scott) Rodger Harris 


Mareholle-} F.A. Dorf(Irving Behler) 


Lo 


1953 
Meyor=-F,E,. Poole 
Councilmen-- 
“Lioyd Tungate Aah, Selzemore(B. Fingle) 
Lestor Ryel (Chas Ferfuson) John Henshaw 
Keith Scott John Shievely( Rodger Harris) 
1223, 
Mayore- Fei. Foole 
Connotimon~< 
C, Curtis Ce Ferruson 
Le Tongete(Cordon vWelkar) *B, Pingle 
Ke Keith Soott(m Norling) John Henshaw(Knute »Llefson) 
Harshall-<- Roy Green(Deve Smith) 
1987 
Mayore< GeR. Abvott 
Councilmon=-— 
‘Hemry Davio(L. Casey-B. Rodgers)Bruce Fingle 
Elga Abbott Page Stauffer(B411 Harris) 
Gordon Welker(kcob Driskell) Ke Ellefso0n(®. Facey) 
1259 


Mayor-- Elga Abbott 
Racordare~ Kigale Edmondson 
Treasurer-<- Exynest Snith 


Counciimen-~ 
#O.R. Abbott Bill Rodsere 
Bruce Fingle Burrell Facey 
Robert Driskell Pon Smith(Red Cepello) 


Marshall-~ Ted Reddell(fMon Smith) 


11 


Meany accomplishnents have been made by the town council 
Since the town was incorporated ln 1911. When the council 
decided it necded an ordinance, they immedintely had the city 
attorney draft the nocessary papers. If the ordinance wes 
imuediately needed, then the council voted on it with three 
readings in one evening, and 15 winute breaks between meetings. 
Nowmally the ordinance was read sand voted on at threo con- 
sooutive mootings '6 then submitted to the mayor for has sige 
nature or veto within the five day limit. 17 

Ordinances were passed for many things such as restricting 
cottie and chickens running at large, posting speed limits, 
borrowing money with bonds, and nany other things the council 
thought necessary. The following ig cn exemple of an ordinence 
passed on January 9th, 1926 for the purpose of ragtricting 


vechiies and stock on the town waltts, 


— 


16 gee Appendix E pare 1 
17 See Appendix C poze 3 
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An Example of a Town Ordinance 


Ordinance #48 
An ordinance making it unlawful to drive certein stock and 
vehicles upon. or ecross certain walks in Butte Falls. 

The town of Butte Falls doth orcain as follows: 

Sec. Ie-It shall be unlawful upon and after passage and adoption 
of this Ordinance, for any person or persons to ride, lead or 
drive any horses or mules, or drive or cause to be driven any 
wagon, hack, buggy or sled, or any motor vehiclos, or engine, 
upon or across any public sidewalk within the town limits of 
Butte Falla, except such walks aos are designated for, and used 
as such crossings at street or alley intersections, 

In ell other cases, persons desiring = crossing pleco, 
must first build such erossing as in the opinion of the council 
will proteat such walk and safejuard the public. 

Sec. II--Any person or persons found suilty of violating any 
of the prowisions of this orcinance, shall upon conviction 
thereof before the town recorder be fined not less than five 
dollars(é5) nor more than twonty-fave dollars(#25) or be 
confined within the town Jalil of Butte Falls, one day for each 
two dollare(?2) of such f1ne remaining unpaid. 

Sece III--All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Inasmuch as it is necessary that this ordinance becone 
effective immediately, that the towns walks may be protected, 
an emergency is hereby declared to exist and this ordinance 
Shall be in full effect upon and after its passage and adoptior 


by council. 


Passed and adopted by the town council of Butte Falls in 
regulor session on January 9th 1926 by the following voter 


Unanimous 
Attest Approved 
W,. Me Ford Ee. Hoof 


Recorder Mayor 


13 


14 


Several committees, formed by council members, have existed 
through the yearse fhe 81x most important committees include 
street and alley, water and fire, finance, sidewnlk, sanitation, 
and park and cemetery. 

The street and alley committee has done much ta improve 
the town, The city charter provides for money from property 
owners whose frontsge is &long the streets to improve thbir 
atreets. At first all the streets were simply dirt or grevel, 
With money being appropriated s veral times for their improve- 
ment. On May 15, 1922 the council gavo permission to the 
county tp build o road through t@¥n with the town paying for 
the drainages On August 14, 1923 the city borrowed money to 
Gravel the streets and crosswalks with %m Vonderhelen doing 
the work. These and other improvements along with ordingnces 
regulating the streets and alleys have been made. 18 Today 
some of the strests are being paved with the funds received 
from the State Highway Commission. 

The water and fire committee is a very important group. 
They were responsible for setting the water rights in 19t1- 
1912, beating their rivals by only two hours.'? on May 27,5 
1912 the council started panning the water work system, and 
CeAs Cochran ::1d %9427.00 to complete it in 120 days. The 
town council regulated tie water rent which started at 75¢ 
per month and is now $3.00 per month. Ordinances, also, 


have oeen pasaed regulating wate: and punishings deliquent 


18y i nutes of the Town Council Heetings, Butte Falls, 
Oregon, August 1911 to May 1960 
198ee Appendix F 
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weter users. On May 9, 1928 the oity decided to furnish water 
for the High School swimming pool at #200.00 a year, but this 
plan failed to materialize. Later, money was spent on im- 
proving the water reservolr and water system throughout the city. 

The oounelil decided early to establish fire protection. 
Of, October 7, 1912 the city purchased 660 ft. of hose, one 
hose cart, and two nozzles from the A.G. Long Co. of Portland, 
On April 23, 1929 a now fire siren was bought by the city, and 
on March 25, 1937 the city purchased come "Superior Srandg" 
fire hose from the Eureke Fire Hose Company. On January 722, 
1948, $1200 was appropriated to buy a fire truck from the clty 
of Mééford which 1s still in use today.29 The city depends on 
voluntary fire protection, sut has put in a fire hydrant system 
and has built a suillding to house its fire equipment. 

The next committee deale with the finances, the budget 
and the tax program. This committee helps make the budget 
which is presented to the budget committee early in March 
which in turn revises, diacueses, «nd submits it to the 
votcra,. The budget committee consists of cix mombers with 


two being elected each yeer.©! 4n example of the expenses and 


receipts is as follows: November 12, 1927 
total expenses~-+ $3646.00 
total receipts-~ 4500.00 


paid by taxpayerse- €2°46.06 
The other duty of the finance committeo deals with taxes 


which 1s a property tex. At various tim-s the tax levy has 


20r4nutes of the Town Council Meetings, Butte Falls, 
Oregon, August 1911 to May 1960 
21See Appendix FE page 1 
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been increesed such as on November 19, 1923 it was voted 


to raise the tax levy from 20 to 35 mille. This increaee in 


taxes helps pay for city buildings such oa the new city hall,2e 


Another committee is the sidewalk committee which has 
tridd to keep the sidewalfs repaired in the oity. At first 


their were anly boerd wales which had to be constantly mein- 


tained by the property owners at the suggestion of the council. 


Now meny of the sidewalks are meade of concreté. 

The ssnitati n commitee has delt with the cleaning-uy 
of the city*and keeping it in respectable condition. At 
various times council has hade to condemn certain run-dowm 
Pleces, and pass ordinences to prohibit unnecessary filth. 
This committer also has delt with seversl epidemics, aach 
e8 on February 26, 1920 when council decided to stop all 
public gatherings ene quarantine the town due to Influenza. 29 

The last committee deals with thse park and cemetery. 

The city park has been maintained »- the council; seeding, 
removing, brecs, building, cleaning, etc. Also, the cemetery 
hee been maintained uy the city council. On November 6, 1916 
Lutte Falls received the deed for tho cesetery property whicn 
F.@. @¥en recorded in Jacksonville,24 

Besides the work of these committees, the town council 
has accomplished several other important things. A jail 


house was built in 1914. On Septenber 7th of that year 


Geo W. Barker was given a warrant for $666.66 for its construction. 


2euinutes of the Town Council KNectings, Butte Falls, 
Orergys August 1911 to Hay 1960 
7TbL 


entbid. 


17 


A fence wes bullt around the town in 1939 while A.E. Edmondson 
WAS mMeyore 4 woo to prevent oattle and other livestock from 
running at large in the oity. 

Other things of interest were a dog and eattie pound 
built early in Butte alls, a telephone und telegraph line 
granted by council on Cetober 23,1911, and a discussion of a4 
license to run a bus between Hedford and Butte Falls on May 
26, 1919. On Ootober 26, 1920 a Library board was extablished 
with a llbrsarian and severla conmittemen. The council, also, 
early started licensing businesses in the town with an 
ordinance establishing the costs for different types of 
buelnesses. Also, an ordinance was pessed to tax peddlers end 
theaters. Council set up a curfew wlth the fir t recorded one 
on Meroh 27, 1947. Children under 1€ years of age were to 
be off the strects by $:30 P.M. On duiy 13, 1950 the Town 
of Sutte Fells joined the League of Oregon Cities. Finally, 
during, the time of war the town helped by establishing rules 
for sir raid warnings on May 18, 1942, and letting the U.S. 
Army use the city premises effective June 10, 1943. On 
Januery 24] 1957 an Air Paso Post was established et Butte 


Folls.@> 


Looking back over tho years eince 1911,lone onn notice 
the improvements made by the work of the town council, ond the 
other town officials. <A water system has been built; streets 
have been improved; electric lights have been installed; and 
fire protection has becn Improved. These viong with numerous 
other acepmplisnments can be attributed to the city sovernment 


6f Butte Fells, Orevone 


coMinutes of the Town Council Mectings, August 1911 to Mey 1960 
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The First Recorded Meeting of the Town Counoll of Butte Falls 


Butte Falls, Oregon, August 11, 1911 
The first meeting of the Butte Falls Common Council was held 
in Mr. Carsons barber shop on August 11, 1911. 

The metting was called to order by the mayor, 

Roll call showed all Alderman present except Mr. Dodd. 

The subject came up as to where the Council should meet 
and it was decided to see what rent Mr. Cadzow would take for 
the hall over his store. A Committee of two was appointed to 
see Mr. Cadzow consisting of Mr. Obenchain and Mr. Watson 
which resulted in Mr. Cadzow coming to the meeting. After a 
short disoussion he agreed, for the consideration of one dollar 
per evening to furnish fire end o11 and do the janitor work. 

Acceptance of Ordinance Noe 1 providing for a time and 
place of mecting. Mr. Cadzows hall was chosen as place and 
7330 FM. as the time on the second end fourth Mondays of each 
monthe 

Orcinance No. 2 to flix vonds for Treasurer, Recorder, and 
Marshall which are as follows: 

Sec. 1 Treasurer--§500 Sec. 2 Recorder--{200 

Sec. 3 Marshall--2200 

Committees appointed. Ordinance Committee Mr. Ford, Chair- 
man Mr. Watson and Mr. Carsone 

Suggestion made that the Mayor appoint such other committees 
as he thought best and report ut next mecting. Also that he 
adopt a rule for procedure, 

All business finished motion was made and seconded to adjourn. 


A. Le. Marcy--Recorder 


Appendix B 
Mn Exemple of a Present Day Council Meeting 


April 28, 1960 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Elga Abbott at 25 min. to 8 P.M. 
Rohl cell all prasent except 0.R. Abbott and Robt. Driskell. 
On motion duly made sec, and carried minutes be aprroved 
as read. 
Ne.bilis. 
On motion duly made seco. end carried that Medford Corp- 
oration be paid for gravel £891.00. 
On motion duly made seo. ond carried mecting adjourn. 
Bigned 
Kizzie Fdmondson 


City Recorder 


Appendix C 


¥in Act to provide a charter for the Town of Butte Falls Jackson 
County, Oregon 
Be it enacted by the people of the Town of Butte Fells 
Chapter 1 


Corporate Fovers 


Seotion 1. The Municipal Corporation now existing and 
know as Town of Butte Falls shall remain and continuo a body 
politic and corporate by the name of Town of Butte Falls and by 
that name shall have perpetual succession and may sue end be 8 
sued, plead and be impleaded in all the Courts of Justice and 
in all actions suits or proceedings whatever; may use a common 
seal, and may alter the same at pleasure; may purchase, or 
acquire by the exercise of the right of eminent domain, receive 
and hold property, both real and personal within and without 
the corporate limits for municipal purposes or for any of the 
purposes of the same, or contract with relation thereto for 
the benefit of the town, or in pursuance ol the powers in this 
act granted; and may exercise police power, all the powers 
usual and necessary for municipal corportations and all the 


powers hereinafter enumerated or necessarily implied. 


Section 2. The present existing geosraphinal boundries of 
said town of Butte Falls shall be maintained and are hereby 
reiterated as follows,-~ 

Commencing et the southeast comer of the townsite of 
Butte Falls, Jackson County, Orezon, and running thence south 
740 ft. to the north line of the SEZ of the SE% of the Section 


10, fT. 35 south, range 2 east of W.M.; thence west along said 


line 740 ft. to the northwost corner of the SDE of the gE 

of the said Seotion 103; thence south 386 ft.¢ thence west 

2640 ft. to the Rast line of the SW} of the Swi of the said 
Section 103 thenee uorth along said line 3020 ft. to tne 
southeast sorner of the Nw} of tho NwWi of the said Section 10} 
thence north 560 ft., more or less, to the middle of Big Butte 
Creek; thence running in an Iasterly direction un the Middie 
of Big Butte Creek to the west line of the NBi of the NEL of 
the said Section 103 thence running south on said Line 675 ft. 
more or less, to its intersection with the north linc of Blicck 
e4, extended, of Butte Townsiter thence oast 360 ft.3 thence 
south 300 ft. thence east 280 fez thence scuth GEO ftes 
thence south 45 113.1 ft.3 thence so.th 300 ft.3 thence south 
22 37' east 260 ft. to the place of becinning. . 


(Note--the remaining parts are in outline form) 


Chapter Two 
Power and Authority Where Vested 


Sea. Je-Power in Meyor end Town Council 

Sece 4e-Mayor elected 2 years 

Sec. 5-6 councilmen clected for 2 years; 3 elected each year 

Sec. 6-~Treasurer and Recorder elected for 2 years 

Sec. 7--Remain in office until @nd Tuesday in January 

Sec, 8--Mayor appoint, council approve, cne marshall, one city 
engineer, one street commissioner, one health officier, 
and police officiers required 

Sec. 9--Officiers have residence for 6 months prior to election 

Sec. 10-= Vanancies Pilied by majority vote 

Sec. 11i--Ordinances et time of charter are etill good 

Bec. i2--Indebtines: to Town is hereby Levalized 


HeCs 


Gece 


Bea. 
Sea. 


Seo. 
See 


Sec.e 
Sece 


See. 
See 


Sec. 


Chapter Three 
“The Mayor, his Powers and Duties 


13--supervise towns affairs and 211 officiers and employees 
except council--preside over weetings, but do not vote 
unless a tie--call special meetings--appoint committee 


men 
14--sigen Ordinances and aan veto in 5 days 
Chapter Four 
Town Council, its Powers and Duties 


15--majority is a quorum 

16--First meeting aclect a chairmany preside in absence of 
the mayor 

1T--no compensation for Mayor and Councilmen 

18--ndopt rules governing its own proceedings end punish 
own. membera for disorderly conduct in its presence. 

19--meetings--eetablish time and place; mect at least 
onoe a months public ; 

20--journal of proceedings 

21~-appoint recorder in his avsence=-receive compensation. 

22=-no contract except by ordinance = 
all ordinances read "The Town of Butte Falls doth 
ordain ss follows” 

23--requires 2/3 vote over veto of Mayor to press ordinance 


Sec. ?4—-can make Ordinances 


Specific Powers 


(1. 


(2 
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Property tax, tax for improvement of streets, water, etc. 
Borrow money, issue warrants and bonds 
Inprove strects and name anc number then 
Prohibit filth 
Establish hospitals and be able to quarantine 
Property nuisance 
Fire limits and type oulldings 
Fire department and company 
Watere-sell and handle 
Lights 
Severs, drains, gutters 
Condemn real property 
Regulate explosives 
Running at large of domestic animals 
Speed of trains, oars, horses, venicles, locomotives 
Disorderly conduct 
No trector on streets, bicycle on sidewalk 
Tax, lisense, and regulate drinking and dancing places 
No liquor for those und-r 21 
No liquor to those intoxicated 
Restrain bawdy houses 
Pronioit ganbling 
Punish vagrancy 
Close saloons on Sundays 
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Lisenae, tax and regulate peddlers. 

License and tax businesses 

Regulate sidewalks 

Remove strect obstructions 

Control light, telephone wires in city 
Control street car lines and fix fares 
Provide town and special eleations 

Advisory board of equalization for town assessments 
Sell real estate 

License, tax, and regulate theaters 

Regulate livestock in town 

Collect and distribute money 

Buildings for Town purposes 

Punishment for violation of Town Ordinances 
Regulate proceedings of recorders oourt 
Lighting and heating of town buildings 

No franchise granted without consent of voters 
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Chapter Five 
Other Officiers--Their Duties and Fowers 


Recorder — 
Seo. 25--Judicial Offickrh 
Seo. 26--Criminal proceedings governed by Oregon Laws 
Sec. 27--Ex-officio clerk of the Town Council--recori#s proceedings 
Sec, 28--Fines given to Treasurer 
Bec. 29=-Orders for payment of money--issue licenses 


Sea. 
S3e0.e 
Sece 


Sec. 
Bece 


Sece 


30—-Record and siym all ordinances and resolutions 

3iw-Keep track of money received and distributed 

32=-Keep track of all assessments for municipal texes or 
betterment assessments 

33=-List of assessments 

34=-Absence for more than 5 days without consent--cen 
dismiss 

35--Record cash bails, etc. 


Treasurer 


Gece 
Sec. 
Boece 
Sec, 


36--Receive all money and keep safe--pay out on warrants 
37--General fund and special fund 

36—--Deposit in the bank that the Council designates 
39a-9rttten report to’ Council’ évery’* 3*months 


Bed, 40--Council designate any other duties they think necessary 
Toyn Marshall 


Sec. 
Sec. 


Sec. 
Bece 
Sece 
Bece 
Sece 
5OGe 
Sece 
5@Ce 
Sece 


4{--Appointed and removed as secon necessary 

42Q~eEx-officio chief of police--conservator of peace== 
power to serve warrants 

43--Arresat and take person s before city recorder 

4heuPut person in jail at night 

45--Unlawful to permit person to escape or pay vail 

46--Power to enter houses if he thinks necessa 

47--Council can refuse to pay him if negligent of duty 

48--Council perscribe other duties and funds 

49--Act as Derreant of Arms if necessary at meetings 

50--Otner officers regulated by Council 

5ie-Feaithfull duty of Recorder and Treasurer 


Chapter Six 
Elections 


Sec. 52--Not less than 15 days prior to Tuesday efter first 
Monday in December-=3 election Judges 

Sec. 53--Laws of State of Oregon--Time of election 

Sec. 54--Resident 3 months to qualify to vote 

Sec. 55<--7 days before the election file certificate of 
nomination with 15 signatures 

Bec. 56=-Polls open 9am to 5 pm with break ipm to 2 pm 

Sece 5S7--Absence of judge filled 

Sec. 58--ballots counted immediately 

Beco. 59--Council canvass returns 

Sec. 60--New Council elect its own members when vacency 

Sec. 61--Oathcor Office 

Sec. 62--Hold first meeting on 2nd Tuesday of January 

Sec, 63--Council £111 yacanclés 


Chapter Seven 


Sec, 64=--Towm tax not to exceed ten mills on thse Dollar 
Sea, 65--Inerease Bond of any Town Officer 


Chapter Fight 
Water-works, water-main, and sewersa3 eleatric lishting plent 


Seo. 66--Council control vater-work 

Sec. 67=-Council control lights 

Sec, 68--Council supervise laying of water main 

Sec. 69=-Council power over sewers and drain 

See. 7O--Covunecil assesa property benefited by sewer of drain 
Sec. 71--Extend sewer lines outside city--condemnation 

Sec. 72-~Assess property for trunk watermain or trunk sewer 


Chapter Nine 
Bonds and Warrants 
Sec. 73--Couneil borrow money=--bonds and warrants not exceed 
40,000--interest not to exceed 6% per annum 

Secs 74=-Couneoil gell and issue bonds 
Seo, 75--Limited on Bonds 

Chapter Ten 

Btrects, eta. 

Sec, 76--Council control streets 


Sec. (7--Assess property fronting, streets for grading and 
improving 


SOC, 
Sede 
Sec, 
Sece 
See 


Sec, 
Sec, 
Sec. 
Sec, 
Sece 


Seco 
Dece 
BeCe 
Sece 
SeCe 
Sec. 
Seve 
SeGe 


Sec. 
See 
S6Ce 
Sec. 
5ece 


Sec. 
See 
Sece 
Sea. 
Sece 
Sec. 
Sec. 


Chapter Eleven 
Apsesaments 


78--Assess proporty for water or seware 

79--4 copies of resolutions posted and meeting for pwotests 

80=-Protests on assessments 

81--Contract for improvement 

82--Town Lien Docket fa) description of property (b) owner 
(c) sum assessed 

83--Town Lien Docket is a public writing 

84--Not invalid for non-entry 

85--Manner of collection of assessments 

86--60 days after ordinance recorder makes records 

87--Town Marshall action on property of delinquent assess—- 
ment 

88--Eraoh property sold separately 

89=-Owner of property may redeem within 3 days 

90--Furchaser becomes owner in 3 days 

91--Recorder issue a certifloate 

92--Surplus money held by Treasurer 

93-~Proceedings in case sale is void 

94--Counoil control sidewalks, streets, and alleys 

95=-Counc1l repair streets 


Chaptcr Twelve 
Streets and Roads--Supervision 


96--Streets, alleys under control of street commissioner 
97--One~-half mills tax for streets 

98~—=Council provide for hiring men to work on streets, etc. 
99=-Counell has power over county roads in its limits 
100~-="Record of Gredes, Surveys, etc." 


Chapter Thirteen 
yatermain Bonds 


10t--Lay water mains3 assess property 

102=-Recorder keep record of people wanting water 
103=-Procedure for unpaid water assessments; bonds for water 
104——9 years payment for watermain by property owner 
105--Sinking fund for Bond issued 

106--Payments 

107--Limitations of Bonds 


Miscellaneous 


SeCCe 
SeCe 
DeCe 
Sec. 
SeCe 
Seae 
Sece 


108+-Now contract over 10 years, no franchise unless voted 
109@=Fublic utilities 
$10--Power to regulate telegraph and telehhone 
111i--No witness fees paid to any person 
112=-Duty of property owners for their sidewalks 
113--Witnesses 
1148-Ayes and Nayes recorded on any Ordinance 
Mayor-je-E,E, Smith 
Submitted to voters in November 1811 


Appereli 7€ D 


Interview with Ernest Smith (Town Treasurer since 1951-- 
lived in Butte Falls most of his life--On the town council 
for several yeabs--nis father was the first mayor of the town) 
What are the duties of the town treasurer? 

The main function of the city treasurer is to keep records 
of receipts and expenditures. These are kept in a ledger book 
with:a column for each. Along with these duties is the paying 
of bills. The town recorder writes out warrants for bills 
and the treasurer honors these by writing a check for the 
amount, and distributing these to the people, 

The treasurer also has several minor functions such as 
Keeping records of all money coming in of going out of city 
funds and depositing the cash. Also, he types up the budgets 


and keeps a record of these budgets. 


Where does the town of Butte Falls get its money? 

Host of the receipts are from water rent money which is 
currently three dollars(¢3) per month. The next larrest income 
for the city is foom Jackson County property tax. Other tax 
money for the sale of liquor is received form the State of 
Oregon according to the population of the town. Finally, money 
is received from the State Highway Commission for gasoline tax, 


lisenceifeos, eta. 


Miscellaneous questions; 
Walle on council, A.E. Edmondaon(the mayor?) and he pro- 
posed a new water tank which was ereoted several years later. 
The city received electric lirhts in 1928. 


The city had at one time a dog pound and a cattle pound. 


Ap pexcli x | 


Interwiew with AeE.e(Guso) Edmondson(Past mayor and councilman 
of Butte Fallse--lived in Butte Falls most of his life) 
Who planned the town? 

The town was plenned after a pattern of Harvard, Illinois, 
the hometown of Mrs. Fdmondson. A man from this town in 


Illinois copied its plans with a city park in the center of town. 


What is the function and duty of the mayor? 

The mayor galls any special meetings he deems necesscry 
for some reason. He also makes suggestions to the council, but 
has no vote unless there 18 a tie. The cooperation between 
the mayor and the council meens much towards getting "things" 
done. The mayor has several minor functions such as attending 
mectings for the maggra of towns, 

Another important dyty 1s to prepsre the annual budget 
which 1a presented to the budget committee early in Marche 
The budget conmittees consisting of as many members as on 
counoil(Sig in this case), alternate thdbir membership with 
one, two, «nd three year terms. This committee discusses the 
budget and makes revisions they deem necessary, then they sub- 
mit it to discussion, then a vote by the people of the town, 
after being posted 20 days. State law requires thet the 
budget be sent in no later than July 15 with some cases of 


extension of th4s tine. 


How are ordinances proposed and voted on? 
when the councilmen feel they need an ordinance to protect 
the citizens or for ang other reason, they submit their pro- 


posal to the town attorney who drafts it. Phen the ordinance 


4s brought to the meeting where the oounoil oan do one of two 
things. FEither 1t osn be voted on in a hurry with three 
readings at one meeting with 15 minute breaks or it oon be 
voted on at three separate meetings with a reading by the town 


recorder at each meeting. 


Mr, Edmondson also gave me some information about each of the 
early mayors as to the tyre work they were éngaged in while 
living in butte Falls. 


Alo pendix /— 


Interview with N.B. Stoddard(Harly counciloan and mayor of town- 
one of the orzinal committes to incorporite the tawn--came to 
Butte Falls in 16065--owned 5s hardware store since 1°11) 

How was the town incorporated? 

He was oneeof the orginal committee oolong with Carson, 
Cadzow, Watson, M. Baker, and Rod Baker who started the incorp- 
oration. They fougat with the psople who owned the Sutte Fells 
Lumber Compahy in court In Médford with an attorney for oacsh 
bide. The Lumber Go. was efraid that it would raise their 
taxes 4f they were included in the towm, It was agreed thet 
the Lumber Co. located at the falls would be outside the town 
limita. After a short pattle the Judge decided to let the 


town incorporate. 


Do you know enything about the early: water systen? 

There was alao a fight over the water rights for the town, 
between them and the Pacific and Eastern Railroad and the Butte 
Fells Lumber Company. It seems that the town filed water righte 
just two hours tefore the other side did. The water syster 


was put in aboyt 1912. 


who mapped out the town? 
Bert Harris in about 1906 laid out the town, Later in 
1908 he was instrumental in the building of the Grade School. 


“Miscellaneous; 
Jail wes built about 1914-1915 and was well fixed inside. 
The town put in electric livhts in 1928 after the school 


decided to get electricity from the mill at the falls. 


Appendix G 


Murry=-Greene Abstract Company Medford, Oregon 

Abstract to Elea Abbotts Property in Butte Falls, Oregon 

Lot Two(2) in Block Twenty~six(26) Bluff Addition to Town of 
Butte Falis, Oregon. 

Following are some of the interesting things taken from this 
abstract. 

In the United States Distriot Court for the District of Oregon 
October 5, 1907: By order of Hon Chas. Glverton, Judge of 
Baid Court, the Sutte Falls Sugar Pine Lumber Company, a 


corporation of Oregon, is declared bankrupt. 


May 20, 1907--Articles of Incorporati.n of the Bine Belt 


Banking Company. W.C. Morris, S.¥. Stryker, and George Estes. 


1928--Articles of Incorporsticn of the First National Company 


B.E. Harder, Oris Crawford, and Ferter J. Neff. 


